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learned, at war's end, of the
atrocities committed by Hitler
and his sadistic henchmen.
This we may find a little hard
to Dbelieve when the approxi-
mately 120 conferences at head-
quarters are mentioned. No
doubt the secret was very well
kept But when Doenitz says,
"1 cannot say what I would
have done, as a responsible
member of the Armed Forces,
tad I knowm"-—he but speaks
the dilemina of all honest peo-
plie the world over. Let the
reader ponder what he himself
would have done.

S for the U-boat angle, the
author's exposition of this cam-
paign loses nothing by being
interpolated between political
and pgovernmental problems.
The London Submarine Agree-
ment of 1936, to which Ger-
many was a signatory, forbadoe
submarines from sinking mer-
chant ships without surfacing
and giving warning. It also for-
bade merchantmen f{rom car-
rying guns except *solely for
self-defense.” But it did not
specify when "self-defense” be-
gan; and in 1938 a British

Admiralty order directed mer-
chant ships tg take immediate
military action against subma-
rines whenever possible. In
view of the extreme vulnerabil-
ity of a surfaced U-boat, these
restrictions were unfair in Doe-
nitz's eyes, but nevertheless he
ordered the rules obeyed.
With Britain making all-oul
war on U-boats whenever and
wherever discovered, how>ver,
all sorts of special cases arose.
Among these was the famous
Laconia incident in which the
Eritish liner Laconia was sunk
by a German U-boat in the
South Atlantic in 1842, whila
carrying British service person-
nel and Italian prisoners of
war. When informed of the in
cident Doenitz first ordered
that the survivoers bé rescued
When these operations were in-
terrupted by an attack from an
American Liberator bomber,
however, Doenitz ordered thatl
all rescue work be abandoned.
The American “Neutrality
Period"” gets its share of at-
tention. It is difficult today to
refute the contention that, hera
Germany was far more sinned
against than sinning, Recogniz-
ing the importance of nol hav-

g to fight the United States,
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Hitler had already withstood
extremme provocation. Consider-
ing Lhe temper of the times,
it i3 interesting to imagine
what might have been the con-
sequences had Germany not de-
clared war on the United States
after the Japanese attack but,
instead, had announced her in-
tention to fight only her Eu-
ropean enemies. With a war al-
ready on in the Pacific, Con-
gress might have refused to
start another in the Atlantic,
at the insistence of the West-

ern States, Lend Lease might
have been curtailed in favor of
pressing the fight against Ja-
pan.

Tremendous diplomatic and
propaganda potential would ap-
pear to have been within Hit-
ler's grasp when he foreclosed
it by the war declaration of
Dec. 11, 1841. Doenitz, however,
was delighted with Lhe opening
of new hunting grounds and
seized the opportunity to send
every U-boat he could to our
East Coast-—a total of five sub-
marines. Until well intoe 1942,
only six U-boats at a time
could be committed to this
theatre.

URING the first six months

vof 1042 Germany's U-boat

strength had built up te 101
submarines, of which an aver-
age of only nineteen were on
station. In this period they sank
585 ships totaling over three
million tons. Well did Doenitz
realize, however, that this pe-
riod of successful operation
was drawing to a close. Bitterly
he complains against the naval
policy which had prevented him
from starting hositilities with
300 subs instead of the 57 he
actually had. Inexorably the
prodigious anti-sub effort of
the Allies increased; his own
forces never achieved even his
calculated minimum. Belatedly,
Germany went all-out for sub-
marine warfare too, but the
chance was gone. The “collapse
of the U-boat war,” as he terms
it, took place in May, 1943,

Tp permit release of the tre-
mendous Allied anti-submarine
forces for employment else-
where against Germany was,
however, unthinkable to Doe-
nitz. He grimly ordereq that
his U-boats continue operations
regardless of the fantastic cost
in casualties. Proudly he re-
counts how his crews unflinch-
ingly met their self-immolation.
Among the losses were his own
two sons and his son-in-law.

New developments, even the
snorkel, came too late. “How
different the course of the sub-
marine war and, indeed of the
war as a whole, might have
been," he writes, “if after the
abrogation of the Naval Agree-
ment in the spring of 1939, or
even on the declaration of war,
the Government had given us
the material and labor we re-
quired to concentrate on the
rapid building of a large num-
ber of submarines and we had
been able to throw them into
the fight before it was too late!”

It was at the beginning, re-
peatedly laments the author,
that the war was lost.
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Admiral Kad Doemts lraving headguarien af the surrendergd
German High Command, Fleniburg, Germany, May. 1945,
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By EDWARD L. BEACH

ITHOTU™ duubt Karl Dhote-
w mitz e remants furm the
masl mportant volume yel to
e o of Lhe German side of
Waorld War 1 WwWrtien by &
manp wha was for a short ume
Chief of the German State, the
bunk s primary source materiai
For ¢1ght vears Admiral Doemtz
controlled  Germany’s  subma-
rines, for twa more he was con-
currenily Commanrder n Chef
wf the German Navy and for
the ast twenly days of Naz
fwermany he held, by hia own
annaouncement  all the  perqui-
sihes and powers nf the Fuehrer

Tihe bk s alsn Doenitz's
rerson! refutation of the Nuer-
embery verdut in his case, In
thede lexs hate-Tilled years we
Ay he wilhng o grant him
the last word, but his personal
bytlerness at his ten vears in
roson  gdalhs  sCant syvinpathy
when measuted against the hor-
ror charged 1o Germany’s ac-
vount by milhons of even less
suelty peopie than he  Just as
me- law s really capable of jur-
1ailietion over the criminal acts
af a state, so doees the ideal of
pishice for the mdinidual some-
Limes prove inadequale when a
<tate s foreed Ninally ta expiate
e sins Dewmitz was fortunatce
e did nnt share the fate of
wormie of hig contemporaries,

From thess pages wie see that

Captutn Beach, who served oy

rvarrmander of the Trlon, wrnfe

Suhmarine  and ~Run Silrar,
Foun Ihrp.

the higher Doenilz rose intto
Hitler's inner circle, the more
he defended the regime and the
more nsensitive to human val-
uesg he became. Even fourteen
~ears tater, he can stilif write:
“To mAake peace was naot pos-
sible. since the enemy would
have none of 1t until Germany
had heen destroyed™ - thus com-
oletely missing the point that,
by consistent example, Germany
had demanstrated that she
would not kKeep the peace More-
over, Germany did not sue for
peace.

With equal lack of perveption,
Doenitz  inveighs against the
victoers for nol helping save
more of German territory and
Gerinan people from Rusasian
occupation, We. too, now rec-
ogmze this as 4 grave error,
but Nazi Germany had. through
her own perfidy., taught the
warld to hate evervthing she
stoond for: and we, at leasl, were
attempting to deal honorably
with our Russuun ally Doenitz's
crilwisms of our pelicy, none
the less, make many fair points.
For example, the Allied demand
for unconditional — surrender
was a serious nbslacle, for the
Germans well knew what would
happen to the civilian popula-
tion suddenly thrown to the
mercy of a rampaging Russian
army, The corollary insistence
that Germany  immediately
surrende= all her ships doomed
hundreds of thousands of civil-
1ans in the cut-off eastern prov-
inces tp capture. enslavemenl
and death Though armies could
in some instances capitulate Lo
the West instead of to Russia,
civilians had no such opportu-
nily

Admiral Doenitz states 1hat
he was “shocked” when he

iCountinned on Pagr 419
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